
Washington Circle: The Creation of the
President
Washington Circle is a large traffic circle located at the eastern end of
Pennsylvania Avenue NW in Washington, D.C. It is one of the most
important landmarks in the city and is often referred to as the "Gateway to
the White House." Washington Circle was created in 1906 as part of the
McMillan Plan, a comprehensive plan for the development of Washington,
D.C. The circle was designed by Daniel Burnham and is named after
George Washington, the first president of the United States.
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The McMillan Plan was commissioned by Congress in 1900 and was
intended to create a more beautiful and functional city. The plan called for
the creation of a number of new parks, boulevards, and other public
spaces. Washington Circle was one of the most important elements of the
plan, and it was designed to be a grand entrance to the city.
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The circle is located at the intersection of Pennsylvania Avenue and 23rd
Street NW. It is surrounded by a number of important buildings, including
the White House, the Treasury Building, and the State Department. The
circle is also home to a number of statues and monuments, including a
statue of George Washington and a fountain dedicated to the memory of
President William McKinley.

Washington Circle is a popular tourist destination and is often used for
parades and other events. It is also a popular spot for people to take
photos of the White House and other nearby landmarks.

The Design of Washington Circle

Washington Circle was designed by Daniel Burnham, one of the most
famous architects of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Burnham was
also responsible for the design of other important landmarks in
Washington, D.C., including Union Station and the Lincoln Memorial.

Burnham's design for Washington Circle is a classic example of Beaux-Arts
architecture. Beaux-Arts architecture is characterized by its use of
symmetry, order, and grandeur. The circle is surrounded by a colonnade of
Ionic columns, and the center of the circle is dominated by a large fountain.

The design of Washington Circle has been praised for its beauty and
functionality. The circle is a popular gathering place for people of all ages,
and it is a fitting tribute to George Washington, the first president of the
United States.

The History of Washington Circle



Washington Circle has been a part of Washington, D.C. since the city's
founding. The circle was originally part of a large tract of land that was
owned by George Washington. In 1791, Washington donated this land to
the federal government, and it became part of the District of Columbia.

The circle was originally known as President's Circle. The name was
changed to Washington Circle in 1896, in honor of George Washington's
100th birthday.

Washington Circle has been the site of a number of important events over
the years. In 1861, President Abraham Lincoln reviewed troops at the circle
before they marched off to the Civil War. In 1918, President Woodrow
Wilson spoke at the circle to celebrate the end of World War I. And in 1963,
President John F. Kennedy gave his famous "Ich bin ein Berliner" speech at
the circle.

Today, Washington Circle is a vibrant and bustling part of Washington, D.C.
It is a popular destination for tourists and locals alike, and it is a fitting
tribute to George Washington, the man who helped to create the United
States.

The Future of Washington Circle

Washington Circle is a historic landmark that is also a vital part of the city's
present and future. The circle is in need of some repairs and renovations,
but it is still a beautiful and functional space. With a little bit of effort,
Washington Circle can be restored to its former glory and continue to be a
symbol of the city's rich history and bright future.
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