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In the annals of human history, few stories are as harrowing and inspiring
as that of the 1972 Uruguayan Air Force Flight 571 crash in the Andes
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mountains. On October 13, 1972, a chartered plane carrying 45 people,
including a Uruguayan rugby team, crashed into the remote and unforgiving
peaks of the Andes.

The impact was catastrophic. The plane broke apart on impact, killing 12
people instantly. The survivors found themselves stranded at an altitude of
over 12,000 feet, with no food, water, or shelter. The weather conditions
were treacherous, with freezing temperatures and relentless snowstorms.

As the days turned into weeks, the survivors began to succumb to the
harsh conditions. Some died of their injuries, while others perished from
starvation, exposure, and altitude sickness. But a small group of young
men, led by team captain Marcelo Pérez, refused to give up hope.

Pérez and his companions knew that their only chance of survival was to
find a way out of the mountains. They organized themselves into a team,
with each person assigned a specific task. Some went out to search for
food and water, while others built shelter and tended to the sick and injured.

As the weeks turned into months, the survivors faced unimaginable
hardship. They were forced to eat the flesh of their dead companions in
order to stay alive. They endured freezing temperatures, brutal storms, and
the constant threat of avalanches.

But through it all, Pérez and his team never lost their determination. They
knew that if they gave up, they would surely die. So they kept going, one
day at a time, always looking for a way out.

Finally, after 72 days, a miracle occurred. A Chilean shepherd spotted the
survivors' aircraft wreckage and alerted the authorities. A rescue team was



dispatched to the crash site, and the 16 remaining survivors were finally
rescued.

The story of the Hallelujah Flight is a testament to the indomitable human
spirit. It is a story of courage, resilience, and the power of hope. It is a story
that will continue to inspire generations to come.

The Survivors

Of the 45 people who were on board Flight 571, only 16 survived. The
survivors included:

Marcelo Pérez, team captain

Roberto Canessa, medical student

Daniel Fernández, rugby player

Roberto Fucigna, rugby player

Eduardo Strauch, rugby player

Antonio Vizintin, rugby player

Gustavo Zerbino, rugby player

José Pedro Algorta, pilot

Alejandro Atchugarry, co-pilot

Alfredo Delgado, navigator

Carlos Páez Rodríguez, assistant navigator

José Luis Inciarte, flight attendant

Susana Parrado, flight attendant



Raul Strauch, father of Eduardo Strauch

Graciela Delgado, wife of Alfredo Delgado

Maria Eugenia Sabella, girlfriend of Daniel Fernández

The Legacy of the Hallelujah Flight

The story of the Hallelujah Flight has had a profound impact on the world. It
has been told and retold in books, movies, and documentaries. It has
inspired countless people to overcome their own challenges and to never
give up hope.

The survivors of the Hallelujah Flight have dedicated their lives to helping
others. They have established foundations to provide support for victims of
accidents and disasters. They have also spoken out about the importance
of hope and resilience.

The legacy of the Hallelujah Flight is one of courage, resilience, and hope.
It is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always light to be
found.
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