
The Follies of Warwickshire: A Journey
Through Architectural Eccentricities
Nestled amidst the rolling hills and picturesque countryside of
Warwickshire, England, lies a collection of architectural curiosities known
as follies. These whimsical and often enigmatic structures are a testament
to the creativity, eccentricity, and grandeur of the county's past.
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From the 18th century to the Victorian era, wealthy landowners and
aristocrats indulged in building these architectural oddities as symbols of
status, expressions of personal taste, or simply to provide amusement for
their guests. Often inspired by classical or medieval architecture, these
follies served no practical purpose beyond their aesthetic appeal.

Today, these architectural marvels stand as fascinating relics of a bygone
era, offering a glimpse into the eccentricities and imaginations of those who
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created them. Here is a journey through some of the most captivating
follies of Warwickshire:

Broome Tower

Broome Tower, situated in the village of Binton, is a striking example of a
folly that combines classical and medieval influences. Built in the 18th
century by Sir Robert Throckmorton, the tower is an octagonal structure
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with a conical roof and arched windows. Its imposing height and prominent
location make it a landmark visible from miles around.

Burton Dassett Hills

Burton Dassett Hills, a collection of follies with panoramic views.

The Burton Dassett Hills are home to a series of follies constructed in the
early 19th century by the 6th Earl of Aylesford. These include a mock
castle, a Roman temple, and a Gothic arch, all perched on the hillsides
overlooking the surrounding countryside. Visitors can explore the ruins and
enjoy the panoramic views from these unique vantage points.

Compton Verney Follies

https://literacy.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvYmlXTGNjZXRCekFcL3ZPa01lZEtlV01uUGxWZmFXcnVBVFJlK2hRblNzRnRMbjEyamdMMXN4bUU2dmdwa3FHcjdMcU1qQ1wvMXVuNW1wRTJvcGNJS0UxZUVvaEVLSTN1MnMyd1hXZ1VUVE5MUytPQkNya2hhZVFPWGFZQ0I3bVdjQWhIWk1nMjJNXC9wSG12SVNGWUdyelV0d2hJS1NXRklcL2pYR2xUdk95cExUaHZsVGZVdEdZSmNYc0VETTA1WU9uIiwiaXYiOiI4YTk0MTM1OTQ3MzhhNzkzZWU5YWI0MjYyMWI3N2ExYyIsInMiOiJmZDNhMWUzOWE5MjI2MmExIn0%3D


The Compton Verney Follies, located within the grounds of Compton
Verney House, are a collection of miniature temples and other structures
built in the 18th century. These charming follies include a Chinese pagoda,
a Turkish kiosk, and a Roman temple, each meticulously crafted and
adorned with intricate details.

Edgehill Tower
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Edgehill Tower, a folly with historical and literary significance.

Edgehill Tower stands on the site of the Battle of Edgehill, one of the first
major battles of the English Civil War. Built in the 18th century, the tower is
a cylindrical structure with a castellated roof and offers sweeping views of
the surrounding landscape. It is also associated with the writer J.R.R.
Tolkien, who is said to have found inspiration for his fictional tower of
Orthanc in Edgehill Tower.

Guy's Cliffe House
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Guy's Cliffe House, nestled on the banks of the River Avon, is a
picturesque folly that combines Gothic and Tudor elements. Built in the
18th century, the house was never fully completed and has a romantic and
somewhat tragic history. Visitors can explore the ruins and enjoy the scenic
views from its elevated position.

Packwood House
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Packwood House, a folly that evolved into a magnificent country residence.

Packwood House, originally a folly built in the 17th century, was later
transformed into a magnificent country residence. The house features a
central tower, ornamental gardens, and a variety of architectural styles. It is
a testament to the evolution of follies and their enduring architectural
appeal.

Temple Balsall

https://literacy.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvYmlXTGNjZXRCekFcL3ZPa01lZEtlV01uUGxWZmFXcnVBVFJlK2hRblNzRnRMbjEyamdMMXN4bUU2dmdwa3FHcjdMcU1qQ1wvMXVuNW1wRTJvcGNJS0UxZUVvaEVLSTN1MnMyd1hXZ1VUVE5MUytPQkNya2hhZVFPWGFZQ0I3bVdjQWhIWk1nMjJNXC9wSG12SVNGWUdyelV0d2hJS1NXRklcL2pYR2xUdk95cExUaHZsVGZVdEdZSmNYc0VETTA1WU9uIiwiaXYiOiI4YTk0MTM1OTQ3MzhhNzkzZWU5YWI0MjYyMWI3N2ExYyIsInMiOiJmZDNhMWUzOWE5MjI2MmExIn0%3D


Temple Balsall is a circular temple built in the 18th century on the grounds
of Temple Balsall Manor. Inspired by classical architecture, the temple
features a domed roof supported by elegant columns. It is a serene and
harmonious structure that provides a peaceful sanctuary within the
surrounding parkland.

Warwick Castle Follies
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Warwick Castle Follies, a collection of follies within the historic castle grounds.

Warwick Castle, renowned for its medieval splendor, also boasts a number
of follies within its grounds. These include Guy's Tower, a tall cylindrical
tower with a conical roof, and the Clarence Tower, a polygonal tower with a
crenellated parapet. These follies add an element of architectural whimsy
to the historic castle.

The follies of Warwickshire are a testament to the imagination and
eccentricity of those who built them. These architectural oddities offer a
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glimpse into the past, showcasing the diverse influences and personal
tastes that shaped the county's architectural landscape. From grand towers
to miniature temples, from romantic ruins to harmonious structures, these
follies continue to fascinate and inspire visitors today.

Whether you are an architecture enthusiast, a history buff, or simply
someone who appreciates the unexpected, a journey through the follies of
Warwickshire promises an unforgettable experience. These architectural
marvels stand as a reminder that even the most whimsical creations can
endure as enduring legacies of the past.
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