
The First Stone by Carsten Jensen: A Literary
Exploration of Greenland's Colonial Past and
Present
Carsten Jensen's The First Stone is a powerful and evocative novel that
explores the complex history of Greenland and its relationship with
Denmark. The novel is set in two time periods, the 18th century and the
present day, and follows the lives of two women who are connected by a
shared experience of oppression.

The novel begins in the 18th century, with the story of Aleqa, a young
Greenlandic woman who is taken from her home by Danish colonists.
Aleqa is forced to work as a servant in a Danish household, and she is
subjected to physical and sexual abuse. Despite the hardships she faces,
Aleqa maintains her strength and resilience, and she eventually finds a way
to escape her captors.

The novel then shifts to the present day, and we meet Tupaarnaq, a young
Greenlandic woman who is struggling to find her place in the world.
Tupaarnaq is haunted by the legacy of colonialism, and she is determined
to find a way to make a difference in her community.
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As Tupaarnaq delves deeper into her history, she discovers the story of
Aleqa. Tupaarnaq is inspired by Aleqa's strength and courage, and she
realizes that she must continue to fight for the rights of her people.

The First Stone is a complex and multi-layered novel that explores a wide
range of themes, including:

Colonialism - The novel examines the devastating impact of Danish
colonialism on Greenland and its people. Jensen shows how
colonialism has led to the loss of Greenlandic culture, language, and
identity.

Oppression - The novel also explores the ways in which women have
been oppressed throughout history, both in Greenland and around the
world. Jensen shows how women have been subjected to physical,
sexual, and psychological abuse, and how they have been denied
access to education, healthcare, and other basic rights.

Resilience - Despite the hardships they face, the women in The First
Stone maintain their strength and resilience. They find ways to resist
oppression and to create a better future for themselves and their
communities.
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Jensen's writing is lyrical and evocative, and he uses vivid imagery to bring
his characters and their world to life. The novel is also full of symbolism,
and Jensen uses objects and events to represent the larger themes of the
novel.

The First Stone is a powerful and moving novel that explores the complex
history of Greenland and its relationship with Denmark. The novel is a
testament to the strength and resilience of the Greenlandic people, and it is
a reminder of the importance of fighting for justice and equality.
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