
The Cultural Politics of Schools in Puerto Rico
1898-1952: A Historical Examination of
Educational Policy and the Shaping of Puerto
Rican Identity
The United States' acquisition of Puerto Rico in 1898 marked a watershed
moment in the island's history. The new colonial administration brought with
it a host of changes, including a new educational system that was designed
to transform Puerto Rican society. Schools became a key site of cultural
politics, as the United States sought to use education to reshape Puerto
Rican identity and inculcate American values. This article examines the
cultural politics of schools in Puerto Rico from 1898 to 1952, exploring how
educational policy was used to shape Puerto Rican identity and the role of
schools in the island's political and social development.
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Early Education Policy in Puerto Rico

The first American schools in Puerto Rico were established in 1899. These
schools were modeled on the American public school system, and they
offered a curriculum that was heavily influenced by American values and
culture. The goal of these schools was to educate Puerto Ricans to
become loyal American citizens. However, the early American education
system in Puerto Rico was met with resistance from many Puerto Ricans,
who saw it as an attempt to destroy their own culture.

The Language Question

One of the most contentious issues in the cultural politics of Puerto Rican
education was the question of language. The United States initially tried to
impose English as the sole language of instruction in schools. However,
this policy was met with widespread opposition from Puerto Ricans, who
argued that Spanish was their native language and that it should be the
primary language of instruction in schools. In 1913, the United States
Congress passed the Jones Act, which granted Puerto Ricans American
citizenship and allowed Spanish to be used as the language of instruction
in schools. However, the language question continued to be a source of
tension throughout the period of American rule.

The Curriculum

The curriculum of the American schools in Puerto Rico was also a source
of controversy. The curriculum was heavily influenced by American values
and culture, and it did not adequately reflect the history and culture of
Puerto Rico. This led to accusations that the American education system
was indoctrinating Puerto Rican students into American culture. In
response to these criticisms, the Puerto Rican Department of Education



began to develop a more culturally relevant curriculum in the 1930s and
1940s. However, this curriculum was still not universally accepted, and the
issue of the curriculum continued to be a source of debate throughout the
period of American rule.

The Role of Schools in Puerto Rican Society

Schools played a central role in the political and social development of
Puerto Rico during the first half of the 20th century. They were a key site of
cultural politics, as the United States sought to use education to reshape
Puerto Rican identity. However, schools also played a positive role in
Puerto Rican society. They provided educational opportunities for Puerto
Ricans who had been denied access to education under Spanish rule.
They also helped to create a sense of national identity among Puerto
Ricans, who were struggling to define their place in the world after the loss
of their independence.

The cultural politics of schools in Puerto Rico from 1898 to 1952 were
complex and contested. The United States sought to use education to
transform Puerto Rican society, but its efforts were met with resistance from
many Puerto Ricans. The language question, the curriculum, and the role
of schools in Puerto Rican society were all sources of controversy.
However, schools also played a positive role in Puerto Rican society,
providing educational opportunities for Puerto Ricans and helping to create
a sense of national identity.

Negotiating Empire: The Cultural Politics of Schools in
Puerto Rico, 1898–1952 by Solsiree del Moral

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2508 KB

https://literacy.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImJnNkxZQmRPNmtqayt3WnJZYVEyZ01OREZpUzFrS3cyS2h1RWZ0SkVoZ3VkRlJFdGExdlpWS1QwUEthZnM2aXlYNmZuNUZ1THBrNlM3NDBra0J4UWVcL3lleXg4XC9kcmQwNG05eWNmQmhpWXFnVE9tcmV4d01OWUhVQVRqTVk4RjR3UVNtXC9zcUJzZlhtcG8ydG9XUU5qbW1SUTZ1WG1WK2ZVUTVJVWRVckNFaW5QcmdRN0dJdDhiUGkxK2NyY3RpMEpNK0l4Zk5uVXo2TnFtU0d1NG51MVhUd2ZVK0FPYXJKTnNIZFpaUjg4c3c9IiwiaXYiOiIxNGU1MTcyYWQ3NWNjMWNmYjUyMWVhYWU2MmRlM2I2MCIsInMiOiIzNTM3NWU1YTgwYjY4OWY1In0%3D


Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 244 pages
Paperback : 162 pages
Item Weight : 10.7 ounces
Dimensions : 6 x 0.41 x 9 inches
Screen Reader : Supported

Cozy Witch Mystery: A Supernatural Suspense
Filled With Magic And Spells
Step Into the Enchanting Realm of Cozy Witch Mystery Prepare to be
captivated by the enchanting fusion of cozy and mystical elements...

How To Breathe Underwater: Unlocking the
Secrets of Volute
: Embracing the Enchanting Underwater Realm The allure of the
underwater world has captivated human imagination for centuries.
From...

FREE

https://literacy.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik9Zd2t6YjFJRUxPY0JaY2VDWko2eFlDYkJCQ1BKTjdCWVFYR0dlMFwvOXJXNGUwZW8zMHB4M2ZMeEN0YnBiYUtac0taS1JIUWthbDFLVkFqQWlJdkFUM0Z5Tm9SNGZwdTFzVXB2Nmw1ZTRSOEl1cXA3V2QwV3dxWEJoWWhuYlM3TFZmZ2NxSjh1djJJSzdXdGVHMlRDUmp4RlJyWlVBTVBiSXkyc0x6ZE8xYzZ5dmh6VzAyWWZjMG54dHh5dWVWS1dTcndJNVA2MGg4SFZ4Z1RtajFpZnh0UUVLekZLcTdOZDJjSmNITUhCSUJnPSIsIml2IjoiOTlhOGMwOThiZDM1MmJmYjI0ZmJmZmJlYTNmY2FiZTgiLCJzIjoiMzFjZGJkM2U5NzJlMzNhMyJ9
https://literacy.deedeebook.com/book/Cozy%20Witch%20Mystery%20A%20Supernatural%20Suspense%20Filled%20With%20Magic%20And%20Spells.pdf
https://literacy.deedeebook.com/book/Cozy%20Witch%20Mystery%20A%20Supernatural%20Suspense%20Filled%20With%20Magic%20And%20Spells.pdf
https://literacy.deedeebook.com/book/How%20To%20Breathe%20Underwater%20Unlocking%20the%20Secrets%20of%20Volute.pdf
https://literacy.deedeebook.com/book/How%20To%20Breathe%20Underwater%20Unlocking%20the%20Secrets%20of%20Volute.pdf
https://literacy.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImVsRFA3M2VXRGFnc0hsaFV4andMTjZpNHRXd09OYmhBb0lOXC9YNG5DRzhBc2JjbEhlMjJpZFYxRDBqWkpyaG52U1hFSE8xd2M4eXY2UDQzaXVxcThJZHRZYXZCVWRpZll5YzdCblFFSG5YcVdJOGtFOGRYWit3TG5QZUNTQjRoZ1Yrc05EaklwQXhRU3dFK1RZdE1kUWpVSzZZN0k4M1BjVHJuSXR3TG4zaTVJZGNPQVRMMmd4UXhqQlZcLzg5bFN0QWduKzZsQUxSd0JcL0ZpbEhMRDdaZHQwbVFxc0p5RWpzdjBjV0Y4V1VvcnM9IiwiaXYiOiI4M2M1MmE1NjBkZDhkNTU0ZTg5NWQ3YTEzMjVhN2NkOSIsInMiOiIzZmFkYWUwMmVkNDdmN2VhIn0%3D

