
The Best 100 John Steinbeck Quotes: A
Literary Masterpiece
John Steinbeck, the Pulitzer Prize-winning American author, is renowned
for his poignant prose and profound insights into the human condition. His
works, such as "The Grapes of Wrath" and "East of Eden," have left an
indelible mark on literature and society. Steinbeck's words possess a
timeless quality that continues to resonate with readers today.
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1. "The best laid schemes o' mice an' men gang aft agley, and lea'e us
nought but grief and pain, for promised joy!" (Of Mice and Men)

This famous quote from "Of Mice and Men" highlights the fragility of human
plans and the inevitability of disappointment. It suggests that even the most
well-intentioned efforts can go awry, leaving behind only sorrow and regret.

2. "So that is western land: where the wind smells like sage and the
sage smells like rain, and the rain smells like mud, and the mud
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smells like grass, and the grass smells like vanilla, and the vanilla
smells like loneliness." (The Grapes of Wrath)

Steinbeck's evocative description of the American West captures the
unique sensory experience of this vast and unforgiving landscape. The
blend of natural scents and the lingering presence of isolation creates a
haunting and evocative image.

3. "It is a sin to make people laugh, because you have robbed them of
their dignity...But it is a greater sin to rob them of their hope."
(Burning Bright)

This quote reflects Steinbeck's belief in the importance of hope for human
survival. While humor can provide momentary relief, true dignity and
fulfillment can only be found in maintaining a sense of optimism, even in
the darkest of times.

4. "Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward." (East of Eden)

This biblical allusion acknowledges the inherent challenges and sorrows
that come with human existence. Steinbeck suggests that suffering is an
intrinsic part of our journey, shaping us and testing our resilience.

5. "The world is too much with us; late and soon, getting and
spending, we lay waste our powers..." (The Grapes of Wrath)

Steinbeck critiques the materialistic nature of modern society, warning that
the relentless pursuit of wealth and possessions can lead to a loss of true
meaning and fulfillment.

6. "We are all like ships that pass in the night." (The Log from the Sea
of Cortez)



This poignant metaphor highlights the fleeting nature of human interactions.
Like ships passing by in the darkness, our paths intersect briefly, leaving
behind only memories and a sense of impermanence.

7. "Man is a complex being: he makes friends instinctively but he
makes enemies deliberately." (The Wayward Bus)

Steinbeck offers a wry observation on human behavior, suggesting that
while friendships often form naturally, enmities are often the result of
conscious choices.

8. "There is no single moment in time in which one should begin to
live." (Sweet Thursday)

This quote encourages us to embrace the present and to live each moment
to its fullest. It challenges the idea that there is a "right time" to start
pursuing our dreams or finding happiness.

9. "The fetus is the only animal who can say, 'Get me out of here!'"
(The Winter of Our Discontent)

Steinbeck's humorous take on the human condition suggests that even
before we are born, we are aware of our own mortality and the desire to
escape the confines of our existence.

10. "A man travels the world over in search of what he needs and
returns home to find it." (The Pearl)

This quote highlights the universal human experience of searching for
fulfillment and happiness. It suggests that true contentment can often be
found in the familiar and the everyday, rather than in distant or exotic
pursuits.



11. "The dog was the one great friend that a man could depend upon.
Only a dog will come into your house and know when you're sad."
(The Red Pony)

Steinbeck celebrates the unwavering loyalty and companionship of dogs.
He suggests that in a world where human relationships can be complex
and unreliable, the bond between a man and his dog can provide a
constant source of comfort and unconditional love.

12. "The world that we have made is not the world that we want. But it
is the world that we have." (The Grapes of Wrath)

This quote acknowledges the gap between our aspirations and the reality
of the world we inhabit. It encourages us to recognize the limitations of our
circumstances while still striving to make it a better place.

13. "Writing is a trade, like carpentry. You have to practice it." (A Life
in Letters)

Steinbeck emphasizes the importance of hard work and dedication in the
craft of writing. He suggests that becoming a skilled writer requires
consistent effort and a willingness to learn from both successes and
failures.

14. "I don't want to write for my friends. I want to write for the ones
who don't know me." (A Life in Letters)

Steinbeck expresses his desire to connect with readers beyond his
immediate circle. He believes that writing has the power to transcend
personal relationships and resonate with a wider audience, offering insights
and perspectives that can enrich their lives.



15. "A sad soul can kill you quicker, far quicker, than a germ." (The
Winter of Our Discontent)

Steinbeck warns of the corrosive effects of sadness and despair on the
human body and spirit. He suggests that a negative mindset can have a
detrimental impact on our health and well-being.

16. "The great secret of human nature is that everyone wants to be
loved. If you can make people feel loved, they will be your friend
forever." (The Winter of Our Discontent)

Steinbeck highlights the universal human need for love and connection. He
suggests that the ability to make others feel valued and appreciated is a
key ingredient in building strong and lasting relationships.

17. "The only thing I can say is that if you can't feel it, you can't write
it...You have to get it all down there, the taste of it, the smell of it, the
sound of it. And then you have to forget all about it. And then, when
you're all empty and everything's gone, and you don't even remember
it, you can come back and write it." (Working Days: The Journals of
the Grapes of Wrath)

Steinbeck shares his writing process, emphasizing the importance of
experiencing and absorbing sensory details in order to create authentic and
evocative prose. He suggests that the act of writing should be a cathartic
one, where the writer pours their emotions onto the page and then releases
them, allowing the work to take on a life of its own.

18. "The writer is not a special kind of person. Everyone has a story to
tell. The writer is just the one who has the guts to do it." (A Life in
Letters)



Steinbeck encourages everyone to embrace their ability to narrate their
own experiences and perspectives through the written word. He believes
that the power of storytelling is not limited to those who are considered
professional writers, but is a universal human capacity.

19. "The artist is a sort of spiritual mechanic, a designer of forms, a
harmonizer of colors and shapes." (The Log from the Sea of Cortez)

Steinbeck offers his perspective on the role of artists in society. He sees
them as individuals with the unique ability to perceive, interpret, and
express the world through their creations, offering new insights and
perspectives to their audience.

20. "The only man who knows how to write honestly is a man who has
nothing to lose." (The Grapes of Wrath)

Steinbeck suggests that true honesty in writing comes from a place of
vulnerability and lack of self-interest. He believes that when writers have
nothing to gain or lose, they are free to express their thoughts and
experiences with complete authenticity.

21. "A thing either is or it ain't. I've never seen it fail." (The Grapes of
Wrath)

Steinbeck offers his wry take on the nature of reality. He suggests that
things either exist or they don't, and that there is no
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