
Study Guide For Ernest Hemingway's "Hills
Like White Elephants"
Ernest Hemingway's "Hills Like White Elephants" is a classic short story
that explores the complex themes of love, loss, and sacrifice. The story is
set in a train station in Spain, and it follows the conversation between a
man and a woman who are discussing whether or not to have an abortion.
The story is written in a minimalist style, and it is full of symbolism and
foreshadowing.

This study guide will help you understand the story's key elements,
including its characters, setting, plot, and themes.

The man: The man is the protagonist of the story. He is a strong and
controlling character, and he is determined to convince the woman to
have the abortion.

The woman: The woman is the antagonist of the story. She is a weak
and indecisive character, and she is torn between her desire to have
the baby and her fear of the consequences.

The story is set in a train station in Spain. The train station is a symbol of
transition and change, and it represents the woman's journey as she
grapples with her decision.
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The story begins with the man and woman sitting in the train station. The
man is trying to convince the woman to have an abortion. The woman is
hesitant, and she is afraid of the consequences. The man argues that the
abortion is necessary, and he tells the woman that he will take care of her.

The woman eventually agrees to have the abortion, but she is still full of
doubt. The story ends with the man and woman sitting in the train station,
waiting for the train to arrive.

Love: The story explores the complex nature of love. The man and
woman love each other, but they are also willing to sacrifice their love
for the sake of their own happiness.

Loss: The story also explores the theme of loss. The woman loses her
baby, and she also loses her relationship with the man.

Sacrifice: The story explores the theme of sacrifice. The man and
woman are both willing to sacrifice their own happiness for the sake of
each other.

The story is full of symbolism. The train station is a symbol of transition and
change. The hills are a symbol of hope and possibility. The white elephants
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are a symbol of the woman's fear and indecision.

The story is also full of foreshadowing. The man's controlling behavior
foreshadows the woman's decision to have the abortion. The woman's fear
of the consequences foreshadows the loss of her baby.

"Hills Like White Elephants" is a classic short story that explores the
complex themes of love, loss, and sacrifice. The story is written in a
minimalist style, and it is full of symbolism and foreshadowing. This study
guide has provided you with a basic understanding of the story's key
elements.

To learn more about "Hills Like White Elephants," you can read the story
online or in a textbook. You can also watch a film adaptation of the story.

Hills Like White Elephants on Course Hero

Hills Like White Elephants on LitCharts

Hills Like White Elephants on Shmoop
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