
So What Boy: A Comprehensive Analysis of
Wayne Martino's Crime Novel Masterpiece
Wayne Martino's iconic crime novel, So What Boy, is a gripping and
unflinching exploration of the dark underbelly of New York City and the
human psyche. Published in 1996, the novel follows the intertwining lives of
a diverse cast of characters, each grappling with their own demons and
desires, as they navigate the city's labyrinthine streets and sinister criminal
underworld.
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The novel's protagonist, Billy Bathgate, is a young man struggling to find
his place in the world. Haunted by a troubled past and a yearning for
redemption, Billy falls in with a group of criminals who lead him down a
dangerous path. As he becomes entangled in a web of violence and
deception, Billy must confront his own inner demons and come to terms
with the consequences of his choices.

Martino's writing is raw, gritty, and lyrical, capturing the harsh realities of the
criminal underworld with unflinching accuracy. He paints a vivid portrait of
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the city's seamy underbelly, where desperation, violence, and corruption
run rampant. The novel's characters are complex and multifaceted, each
with their own unique motivations and struggles.

One of the standout features of So What Boy is its nuanced and
introspective exploration of human nature. Martino delves deep into the
minds of his characters, examining their hopes, fears, dreams, and regrets.
He explores the complex interplay between good and evil, love and hate,
and the capacity for both redemption and destruction.

The novel's themes are both timeless and universal, resonating with
readers from all walks of life. So What Boy is a meditation on the nature of
identity, the search for meaning in a chaotic world, and the consequences
of our actions. It is a novel that will stay with you long after you finish
reading it, leaving you with a profound understanding of the human
condition.

In addition to its literary merit, So What Boy is also a compelling and
suspenseful crime thriller. Martino keeps the reader on the edge of their
seat with a tightly plotted narrative that is full of twists and turns. The
novel's action sequences are both gritty and visceral, capturing the brutality
of the criminal underworld without resorting to gratuitous violence.

So What Boy is a must-read for fans of crime fiction and literary fiction
alike. It is a novel that will challenge your assumptions, provoke your
thinking, and stay with you long after you finish reading it. Wayne Martino is
a master storyteller, and So What Boy is his masterpiece.

Character Analysis



Billy Bathgate: The novel's protagonist, Billy Bathgate is a young man
struggling to find his place in the world. Haunted by a troubled past and a
yearning for redemption, Billy falls in with a group of criminals who lead him
down a dangerous path. As he becomes entangled in a web of violence
and deception, Billy must confront his own inner demons and come to
terms with the consequences of his choices.

Mikey Gold: The leader of the gang that Billy falls in with, Mikey Gold is a
charismatic and ruthless criminal. He is driven by greed and ambition, and
he will stop at nothing to achieve his goals. Mikey Gold is a complex and
dangerous man, and his relationship with Billy is both destructive and
transformative.

Nancy: A young woman who becomes romantically involved with Billy,
Nancy is a kind and compassionate person who longs for a better life. She
sees the good in Billy, and she tries to help him escape the criminal
underworld. However, Nancy's own past is not without its secrets, and she
must confront her own demons if she wants to be with Billy.

The Professor: A brilliant but eccentric criminal, the Professor is the brains
behind the gang's operations. He is a master of disguise and deception,
and he is always one step ahead of the police. The Professor is a complex
and fascinating character, and his relationship with Billy is one of mutual
respect and understanding.

Themes

Identity:So What Boy is a novel about the search for identity. Billy
Bathgate is a young man who is trying to figure out who he is and where he
belongs. He is haunted by his past, and he struggles to find his place in the



world. Through his relationships with Mikey Gold, Nancy, and the Professor,
Billy begins to learn more about himself and what he wants out of life.

The Nature of Good and Evil:So What Boy is also a novel about the
nature of good and evil. The characters in the novel are complex and
multifaceted, and they are capable of both good and evil. Mikey Gold is a
ruthless criminal, but he also has a sense of loyalty to his gang members.
Billy Bathgate is a good person who has made some bad choices. The
novel explores the complex interplay between good and evil, and it asks
the question of whether or not there is such a thing as pure good or pure
evil.

The Consequences of Our Actions:So What Boy is a novel about the
consequences of our actions. Billy Bathgate's choices have led him down a
dangerous path. He has become entangled in a web of violence and
deception, and he must now face the consequences of his actions. The
novel explores the idea that we are all responsible for our choices, and that
we must be prepared to face the consequences, both good and bad.

So What Boy is a powerful and thought-provoking novel that will stay with
you long after you finish reading it. Wayne Martino is a master storyteller,
and he has created a cast of characters that are both unforgettable and
relatable. So What Boy is a must-read for fans of crime fiction and literary
fiction alike.
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