
Small Wars, Big Data: How Data Analytics Are
Shaping Modern Conflict
Data analytics are playing an increasingly important role in modern conflict.
From tracking troop movements to predicting the likelihood of violence,
data is helping militaries and governments to gain a better understanding of
the complex challenges they face.
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In small wars, data analytics can be particularly valuable. These conflicts
are often fought in remote and inaccessible areas, making it difficult to
collect traditional intelligence. However, data analytics can help to fill this
gap by providing insights into the conflict that would otherwise be
unavailable.

How Data Analytics Are Used in Small Wars

Data analytics can be used in a variety of ways to support military
operations in small wars. Some of the most common applications include:
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Tracking troop movements: Data analytics can be used to track the
movements of troops and equipment in real time. This information can
help commanders to identify potential threats, anticipate enemy
attacks, and plan their own operations accordingly.

Predicting the likelihood of violence: Data analytics can be used to
predict the likelihood of violence in a particular area. This information
can help commanders to allocate resources more effectively and to
take steps to prevent violence from occurring.

Developing new strategies for peacebuilding: Data analytics can be
used to develop new strategies for peacebuilding. By understanding
the root causes of conflict, data analytics can help to identify ways to
address these causes and build lasting peace.

The Challenges of Using Data Analytics in Small Wars

While data analytics can be a valuable tool in small wars, there are also a
number of challenges associated with its use. Some of the most common
challenges include:

Data availability: Data availability is often a major challenge in small
wars. These conflicts are often fought in remote and inaccessible
areas, making it difficult to collect data. Additionally, the data that is
available is often incomplete or inaccurate.

Data quality: Data quality is another major challenge in small wars.
The data that is available is often unreliable or biased, making it
difficult to draw accurate s from it.

Data analysis: Data analysis is a complex and time-consuming
process. This can make it difficult to use data analytics to support real-



time decision-making.

The Future of Data Analytics in Small Wars

Despite the challenges, data analytics is still a valuable tool in small wars.
As data becomes more readily available and data analysis techniques
improve, data analytics will play an increasingly important role in shaping
modern conflict.

In the future, data analytics could be used to support a variety of military
operations in small wars, including:

Predicting the likelihood of violence

Identifying potential threats

Developing new strategies for peacebuilding

Improving decision-making

Data analytics is a powerful tool that can help militaries and governments to
better understand the complex challenges they face in small wars. As data
becomes more readily available and data analysis techniques improve,
data analytics will play an increasingly important role in shaping modern
conflict.
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