
Shaggin' the Night Away: A Comprehensive
Journey Through the Energetic Era of
Carolina Beach Music (1960s-1980s)
Carolina Beach Music (CBM),a vibrant and infectious genre born in the
vibrant beach towns of South Carolina, emerged as a captivating fusion of
rhythm and blues, beach rock, and shag dancing. From its humble
beginnings in the 1960s to its peak of popularity in the 1970s and 80s,
CBM left an enduring mark on the musical landscape of the American
South.

Origins and Influences

The roots of CBM can be traced back to the lively beach culture of Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina, where local musicians blended elements of rhythm
and blues with the energetic beats of beach rock. The signature sound of
CBM was further shaped by the emergence of the shag dance, a lively and
rhythmic style that became synonymous with the genre.
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Key influences on CBM included the infectious rhythms of Motown and
Stax soul music, the twangy guitars of country music, and the upbeat
tempos of beach rock. Artists such as Otis Redding, James Brown, and
The Drifters played a significant role in shaping the early sound of CBM.

The Golden Age of Carolina Beach Music

The 1970s marked the golden age of CBM, with a surge in popularity that
spread beyond the confines of South Carolina. Artists like The Embers, The
Fantastic Shakers, and The Tams topped the charts with their infectious
grooves, while beach clubs and dance halls hosted countless nights of
energetic shagging.

One of the most iconic figures of CBM was Bandleader Bill Pinkney, known
as "Mr. Clean." Pinkney's lively stage presence and signature dance moves
made him a beloved figure in the CBM scene. His band, The Original
Drifters, released numerous hit songs, including the timeless classic "Under
the Boardwalk."

Characteristic Features of Carolina Beach Music

CBM is characterized by several distinct features that set it apart from other
musical genres:

1. Upbeat Tempo: CBM typically features a fast-paced tempo, ranging
from 120 to 140 beats per minute, which perfectly complements the
energetic shag dance.
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2. Rhythm and Blues Influence: The strong influence of rhythm and
blues is evident in the soulful vocals, call-and-response patterns, and
driving basslines that form the backbone of CBM.

3. Beach Rock Elements: The genre incorporates elements of beach
rock, such as twangy guitars, catchy melodies, and a laid-back beach
vibe.

4. Shag Dancing: The infectious rhythms of CBM are inextricably linked
to the shag dance, a lively and graceful style that originated on the
beaches of South Carolina.

Iconic Artists and Bands

CBM boasts a roster of legendary artists and bands that left an enduring
impact on the genre:

The Embers: Known for their signature blend of R&B, beach rock, and
infectious dance beats, The Embers were one of the most successful
CBM bands of the 1970s.

The Fantastic Shakers: This high-energy band gained fame for their
electrifying live performances and chart-topping hits like "The
Boogaloo."

The Tams: The Tams' soulful vocals and heartfelt lyrics resonated with
audiences, making them one of the most beloved CBM groups of all
time.

Chairmen of the Board: This iconic group blended elements of soul,
funk, and CBM, creating a unique and captivating sound.



Bill Pinkney and The Original Drifters: Bandleader Bill Pinkney's
charismatic stage presence and timeless hits like "Under the
Boardwalk" made The Original Drifters a CBM legend.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The legacy of CBM continues to inspire and entertain generations of
dancers and music lovers. The genre remains a staple of beach towns and
dance clubs throughout the American South, where shag dancing is an
integral part of the social fabric.

CBM has also had a significant cultural impact, contributing to the
development of other dance and music genres. The influence of CBM can
be heard in beach music, soul, and even modern pop music.

Carolina Beach Music, with its infectious rhythms, soulful vocals, and lively
dance moves, has left an enduring mark on American music. From its
humble beginnings in the 1960s to its peak of popularity in the 1970s and
80s, CBM has provided the soundtrack for countless nights of shagging
and beachside revelry. The genre's legacy continues to inspire and
entertain music lovers and dancers alike, ensuring that the spirit of CBM
will live on for generations to come.
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