
Rigging for Entertainment: Regulations and
Practice
Rigging is an essential component of entertainment, involving the use of
equipment and techniques to suspend and move performers, sets, and
other elements during live shows, concerts, and other events. Ensuring the
safety of performers, crew, and audiences is paramount, which is why a
comprehensive set of regulations and practices govern rigging for
entertainment.
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Regulations Governing Rigging for Entertainment

Rigging for entertainment is subject to various regulations, both at the
national and international level. These regulations aim to ensure the safety
of all involved and to maintain a high standard of professionalism within the
industry.
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Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
Regulations: In the United States, OSHA's regulations for rigging in
the entertainment industry are found in 29 CFR 1926, Subpart M.
These regulations cover a wide range of topics, including equipment
requirements, inspection procedures, and training requirements.

American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Standards: ANSI
develops consensus standards for various industries, including
entertainment rigging. ANSI E1.1-2015 is the current standard for
rigging in the entertainment industry and provides detailed guidelines
on equipment, inspection, and training.

Entertainment Technician Certification Program (ETC): ETC is a
non-profit organization that offers certification programs for rigging
professionals. ETC certification demonstrates a high level of
knowledge and experience in rigging for entertainment.

Best Practices for Rigging in Entertainment

In addition to adhering to regulations, it is important for rigging
professionals to follow best practices to ensure safety and efficiency. These
best practices include:

Planning and Risk Assessment: Before any rigging operation, it is
crucial to conduct a thorough planning and risk assessment process.
This process involves identifying potential hazards, developing control
measures, and establishing emergency procedures.

Equipment Inspection and Maintenance: All rigging equipment must
be inspected and maintained regularly to ensure that it is in good
working order. Inspections should be conducted by qualified



professionals in accordance with manufacturer's recommendations
and industry standards.

Proper Training and Certification: Rigging professionals should
receive proper training and certification. Training should cover topics
such as equipment handling, safety procedures, and emergency
response.

Qualification of Personnel: Only qualified personnel should be
allowed to perform rigging operations. Qualification is based on
training, experience, and certification.

Safe Work Practices: Rigging personnel should always follow safe
work practices, including wearing appropriate safety gear, using proper
lifting techniques, and avoiding working in hazardous conditions.

Execution of Rigging Operations

The execution of rigging operations requires careful planning, coordination,
and communication. The following steps are typically involved:

Pre-Show Setup: This involves assembling and installing rigging
equipment, such as hoists, motors, and truss systems.

Load-In: This involves loading performers, sets, and other elements
onto the rigging system.

Show Operation: This involves operating the rigging system during
the performance, including moving performers, sets, and other
elements as needed.

Load-Out: This involves disassembling and removing rigging
equipment and elements.



Rigging for entertainment plays a vital role in ensuring the safety and
success of live shows, concerts, and other events. By adhering to
regulations and following best practices, rigging professionals can help to
minimize risks and create a safe environment for performers, crew, and
audiences. Ongoing training, certification, and a commitment to safety are
essential for maintaining the highest standards in rigging for entertainment.
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