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R.C. Sherriff's Journey's End is a powerful and moving play that explores
the themes of war, friendship, and loss. It is a popular choice for GCSE
English Literature students, and this guide will provide you with everything
you need to know to achieve top marks in your exam.

Context

Journey's End is set in a British trench on the Western Front during World
War I. The play follows the lives of a group of young soldiers as they wait
for their orders to go "over the top" and into battle. The play provides a
realistic and unflinching portrayal of the horrors of trench warfare, and it
has been praised for its authenticity and its powerful anti-war message.

Characters
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The characters in Journey's End are all well-developed and believable.
Each character has their own unique personality and motivations, and they
all play an important role in the story.

Captain Stanhope is the commanding officer of the company. He is a
brave and dedicated soldier, but he is also struggling with the
pressures of war.

Lieutenant Osborne is a young and idealistic officer. He is full of
enthusiasm for the war, but he soon comes to realize the horrors of
trench warfare.

Lieutenant Raleigh is a sensitive and intelligent officer. He is a close
friend of Osborne, and he is deeply affected by the war.

Sergeant Trotter is a tough and experienced soldier. He is a loyal
friend to Stanhope, and he provides a voice of reason in the trenches.

Private Mason is a young and naive soldier. He is full of hope for the
future, but he is soon disillusioned by the war.

Themes

Journey's End explores a number of important themes, including:

The horrors of war: The play provides a realistic and unflinching
portrayal of the horrors of trench warfare. The soldiers are constantly
exposed to death and danger, and they are forced to witness the
suffering of their friends and comrades.

The importance of friendship: The soldiers in Journey's End rely on
each other for support and companionship. Friendship is essential for



their survival in the trenches, and it helps them to cope with the horrors
of war.

The loss of innocence: The young soldiers in Journey's End are
quickly forced to grow up. They witness the horrors of war firsthand,
and they lose their innocence as they come to understand the true
nature of the conflict.

Essay Writing

If you are studying Journey's End for GCSE English Literature, you will
likely be asked to write an essay about the play. Here are a few tips for
writing a successful essay:

Choose a topic that you are interested in. There are many different
aspects of Journey's End that you could write about, so choose a topic
that you find interesting and that you are knowledgeable about.

Develop a clear thesis statement. Your thesis statement should state
the main argument of your essay. It should be specific and focused,
and it should be supported by evidence from the play.

Use evidence from the play to support your argument. Don't just
make general statements about the play. Instead, use specific
examples from the text to support your claims.

Organize your essay clearly and logically. Your essay should be
easy to follow, and the reader should be able to clearly understand
your argument.

Proofread your essay carefully before submitting it. Make sure that
there are no errors in grammar, spelling, or punctuation.



Journey's End is a powerful and moving play that offers a unique
perspective on the horrors of war. This GCSE Student Guide has provided
you with a comprehensive analysis of the play, including character studies,
theme exploration, and essay writing tips. By following the advice in this
guide, you can achieve top marks in your GCSE English Literature exam.
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