
How One Small Town Banned Pesticides,
Preserved Its Food Heritage, and Inspired a
Movement
Nestled amidst the rolling hills of southern Iowa, the small town of
Centerville has long been known for its rich food culture. The town's
farmers have a deep connection to the land, and for generations, they have
grown a variety of crops, including corn, soybeans, and hay. But in the
1950s, the of chemical pesticides began to threaten this way of life.
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Pesticides are designed to kill pests, but they can also have harmful effects
on human health and the environment. Studies have linked pesticides to
cancer, birth defects, and neurological problems. They can also pollute
water and soil, and harm wildlife. In Centerville, residents began to notice
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that the local food supply was becoming contaminated with pesticides.
They were concerned about the health of their families and the future of
their community.

In 1989, a group of Centerville citizens decided to take action. They formed
a group called the Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement (ICCI),and
they began to work towards banning pesticides in their town. The ICCI
collected signatures from residents, held public meetings, and lobbied local
officials. Their efforts paid off in 1991, when Centerville became the first
town in the United States to ban the use of lawn and garden pesticides.

The Centerville pesticide ban was a groundbreaking achievement. It
showed that a small town could stand up to the powerful pesticide industry
and protect its food supply. The ban also inspired other communities across
the country to take action. In the years since Centerville's ban, dozens of
other towns and cities have banned or restricted the use of pesticides.

The Centerville pesticide ban has had a positive impact on the town's food
culture. The local farmers have been able to grow their crops without using
harmful chemicals, and the town's food supply is now safer and healthier.
The ban has also helped to preserve the town's unique food heritage.
Centerville is known for its sweet corn, and the town's farmers have been
able to continue to grow this crop without using pesticides.

The Centerville pesticide ban is a model for other communities that want to
protect their food supply and their health. It shows that it is possible to
reduce the use of pesticides and still grow healthy food. The ban has also
inspired a movement for sustainable agriculture, and it has helped to raise
awareness of the dangers of pesticides.



The story of Centerville is a reminder that we all have a role to play in
protecting our food supply and our health. By choosing to buy organic food,
supporting local farmers, and reducing our use of pesticides, we can all
make a difference.

Here are some things you can do to help reduce pesticide use in your
community:

Buy organic food whenever possible.

Support local farmers who grow food without using pesticides.

Reduce your use of lawn and garden pesticides.

Get involved with your community's efforts to reduce pesticide use.

Together, we can create a healthier and more sustainable food system for
all.
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