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Early Life and Career

Gordo Jaime Cortez was born in Mexico City on March 16, 1947. From a
young age, he exhibited an extraordinary strength and passion for boxing.
At the age of 15, he began training under the tutelage of renowned coach
Ignacio Beristain.

Cortez's early amateur career was marked by his devastating knockout
power. He quickly rose through the ranks, amassing a formidable record of
24 wins and 2 losses. In 1967, he turned professional and embarked on a
journey that would cement his legacy as one of Mexico's greatest boxers.

Rise to Prominence

As a professional, Cortez continued to impress with his raw power and
relentless fighting style. He fought some of the era's most formidable
heavyweights, including Joe Frazier, George Foreman, and Muhammad Ali.
Despite facing these legendary opponents, Cortez never backed down,
earning the admiration of both fans and fellow boxers.

In 1972, Cortez captured the Mexican heavyweight title with a stunning
victory over Raul Zambrano. He defended his belt successfully for the next
three years, establishing himself as a dominant force in the Mexican boxing
scene.

International Breakthrough

Cortez's impressive performances caught the attention of international
boxing fans and promoters. In 1975, he was invited to fight legendary
heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali in a non-title bout. Although Cortez
lost the fight by decision, his performance against the undefeated
champion earned him widespread recognition.



Following his encounter with Ali, Cortez continued to fight at the highest
level. He faced top-ranked heavyweights such as George Foreman and
Joe Frazier, showcasing his resilience and determination.

Legacy and Impact

Throughout his career, Gordo Jaime Cortez remained a beloved figure in
Mexican boxing. Fans were captivated by his fearless spirit, immense
strength, and unwavering belief in himself. His iconic physique, which
earned him the nickname "El Gordo" (The Fat One),became synonymous
with Mexican boxing.

Cortez's influence extended beyond the ring. He became a role model for
aspiring boxers in Mexico and around the world. His fighting style,
characterized by raw power and relentless aggression, inspired a
generation of boxers.

Personal Life

Outside of the ring, Cortez was known for his humble nature and love for
his family. He was a devoted husband and father who cherished his time
with his loved ones.

After his retirement from boxing, Cortez remained active in the sport as a
trainer and mentor. He shared his knowledge and experience with aspiring
boxers, helping to shape the next generation of Mexican boxing stars.

Gordo Jaime Cortez was a true legend of Mexican boxing. His exceptional
strength, fearless spirit, and unwavering determination made him an
unforgettable figure in the sport. His legacy continues to inspire boxers and
fans alike, serving as a testament to the indomitable spirit of a true warrior.
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