
First Russia, Then Tibet: An Extraordinary
Journey by Robert Byron
Robert Byron's First Russia, Then Tibet is a captivating travelogue that
chronicles his extraordinary journey through Russia and Tibet in the 1930s.
Published in 1933, the book offers a fascinating glimpse into these
enigmatic lands and the adventures that unfolded during his travels.
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Through the Soviet Union

Byron's journey began in Moscow, where he encountered a country
undergoing a profound transformation under the Soviet regime. He visited
collective farms, factories, and museums, observing firsthand the social
and economic changes taking place. His vivid descriptions of daily life in
Soviet Russia provide a unique perspective on this tumultuous period.
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Continuing his journey across Siberia, Byron traveled by train and boat,
marveling at the vastness of the landscape. He witnessed the construction
of the Baikal-Amur Mainline, a massive railway project that would connect
Russia's eastern and western regions.

Into the Heart of Tibet

From Russia, Byron crossed the border into Tibet, a forbidden land still
largely unknown to the Western world. He trekked through treacherous
mountain passes, witnessing the ancient monasteries and customs of this
enigmatic civilization.

Byron's account of his encounter with the Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of
Tibet, is a particularly poignant moment. He describes the Dalai Lama as a
"boy-prince" with a profound sense of peace and serenity, despite the
political turmoil surrounding him.

A Tireless Adventurer

Robert Byron was a tireless adventurer with an insatiable curiosity for
different cultures. He embraced the unknown, immersing himself in the
local customs and traditions wherever he went. Whether he was navigating
the bureaucratic challenges of Soviet bureaucracy or negotiating with
Tibetan nomads, Byron's unwavering determination and open-minded
approach allowed him to experience these lands in a truly immersive way.

Legacy of First Russia, Then Tibet

First Russia, Then Tibet has become a classic travelogue, hailed for its
evocative prose and insightful observations. It has inspired countless
readers to embark on their own adventures, eager to experience the world
through Byron's extraordinary lens.



The book remains an invaluable historical record of a bygone era, offering
a glimpse into the complexities of Soviet Russia and the enigmatic culture
of Tibet. Byron's legacy as a pioneering explorer and gifted writer continues
to captivate readers today.

First Russia, Then Tibet is an extraordinary journey that showcases the
power of exploration and the importance of embracing the unknown. Robert
Byron's vivid account of his adventures through these enigmatic lands
invites us to question our own assumptions and to seek out the wonders
that lie beyond our familiar horizons.

Whether you're a seasoned traveler or simply an armchair explorer, Byron's
classic travelogue is an unforgettable experience that will transport you to
another time and place.
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