Everything You Need To Know About
Choosing And Raising Small Animals Yourself

Small animals can make wonderful companions, but it's important to do
your research before bringing one home. In this article, we'll cover
everything you need to know about choosing and raising small animals.
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Choosing a Small Animal

There are many different types of small animals to choose from, each with
its own unique personality and care requirements. Some of the most
popular small animals include:

= Guinea pigs are social animals that need to live in pairs or groups.
They're relatively easy to care for, but they do require a lot of space to
run and play.
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= Hamsters are solitary animals that can be kept alone. They're very
active and playful, but they can also be nippy if they're not handled

properly.

= Gerbils are social animals that need to live in pairs or groups. They're
very active and curious, and they love to dig and burrow.

= Chinchillas are social animals that need to live in pairs or groups.
They're very soft and cuddly, but they require a lot of special care,
including a dust bath.

= Rabbits are social animals that need to live in pairs or groups. They're
very active and playful, and they require a lot of space to run and play.

When choosing a small animal, it's important to consider your lifestyle and
needs. For example, if you have a busy lifestyle, you may want to choose
an animal that is relatively low maintenance, such as a hamster or gerbil. If
you have children, you may want to choose an animal that is good with
kids, such as a guinea pig or rabbit.

Caring for Your Small Animal

Once you've chosen a small animal, it's important to provide it with the
proper care. This includes providing your pet with a clean and comfortable
home, a healthy diet, and plenty of exercise.

Housing

The type of housing you choose for your small animal will depend on the
species. For example, guinea pigs and rabbits need a large cage or hutch
with plenty of space to run and play. Hamsters and gerbils can live in a



smaller cage, but they still need enough space to move around and
exercise.

Diet

The diet of your small animal will also depend on the species. Guinea pigs
and rabbits are herbivores, so they need a diet that is high in hay and fresh
vegetables. Hamsters and gerbils are omnivores, so they can eat a variety
of foods, including seeds, nuts, fruits, and vegetables.

Exercise

All small animals need plenty of exercise. This is important for their
physical and mental health. You can provide your pet with exercise by
giving them a large cage or hutch to run around in, or by taking them out for
supervised playtime.

Health and Veterinary Care

Like all animals, small animals can get sick. It's important to take your pet
to the vet for regular checkups and vaccinations. This will help to keep your
pet healthy and prevent serious health problems.

Some of the most common health problems in small animals include:

= Dental disease is a common problem in small animals, especially
rabbits. It can be caused by a variety of factors, including poor diet,
lack of exercise, and genetics.

= Gastrointestinal problems are another common problem in small
animals. These problems can be caused by a variety of factors,



including diet, stress, and parasites.

= Respiratory problems are also common in small animals. These
problems can be caused by a variety of factors, including allergies,
infections, and smoke.

If you notice any changes in your pet's behavior or health, it's important to
take them to the vet right away.

Small animals can make wonderful companions, but it's important to do
your research before bringing one home. By following the tips in this article,
you can choose and raise a small animal that will provide you with years of
joy and companionship.
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