
Edinburgh's Dark History Revealed Through
Its Enigmatic Cemeteries
Edinburgh, the captivating capital of Scotland, boasts a rich and intriguing
history that is woven into the very fabric of the city's many cemeteries.
These solemn resting places, scattered throughout the city like whispers of
a forgotten past, offer a unique window into the hidden annals of
Edinburgh's darker side, revealing tales of tragedy, mystery, and the
macabre.

Greyfriars Kirkyard: A Place of Legends and Unrest
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Greyfriars Kirkyard, nestled in the heart of the Old Town, is a realm of
shadows and whispers. The final resting place of many notable figures,
including the philosopher David Hume and the novelist Robert Louis
Stevenson, Greyfriars is steeped in an atmosphere of both reverence and
unease.

One of the most captivating legends associated with Greyfriars is the tale of
the "Poltergeist of George Mackenzie." A notorious persecutor of
Covenanters, Mackenzie is said to haunt the cemetery, his restless spirit
unable to find peace due to the horrors he inflicted. Visitors have reported
hearing strange noises, witnessing moving objects, and feeling an eerie
presence in his burial ground.

St. Cuthbert's Kirkyard: A Haunt for the Hangman
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On the outskirts of the city, St. Cuthbert's Kirkyard tells a tale of crime and
punishment. The site of the former gibbet, where criminals were hanged
until the mid-19th century, the cemetery is said to be haunted by the spirits
of executed souls.

Among the most infamous graves is that of William Brodie, a master
cabinetmaker by day and a notorious thief by night. Brodie's double life
came crashing down when he was caught during a burglary and sentenced
to death. Legend has it that his ghost still roams the cemetery, seeking
redemption for his past misdeeds.
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Canongate Kirkyard: Home to the Burke and Hare Murders

Canongate Kirkyard, located in the historic Canongate district of Edinburgh,
holds a secret that is both gruesome and fascinating. In the 1820s, the
cemetery became a focal point in one of the city's most notorious true crime
stories.

William Burke and William Hare, notorious bodysnatchers, preyed on the
city's poor and vulnerable, selling their bodies to medical schools for
dissection. Many of their victims were buried in unmarked graves in
Canongate Kirkyard, their deaths concealed by a web of greed and murder.

Old Calton Burial Ground: A City of the Dead
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Rising high above the city, Old Calton Burial Ground is a place of both
beauty and desolation. The final resting place of many notable figures,
including the philosopher Adam Smith and the astronomer Thomas Keith,
the cemetery offers stunning vistas of Edinburgh.

However, beneath its picturesque facade lies a macabre past. In the 19th
century, the burial ground was used as a paupers' graveyard, where the
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city's poor and outcast were buried in mass graves. The souls of these
forgotten souls are said to haunt the cemetery, their cries echoing through
the wind.

Lesser-Known Cemeteries with Hidden Histories

Beyond the well-known cemeteries, Edinburgh is home to numerous
smaller burial grounds, each with its own unique stories to tell.

St. Giles' Cathedral Graveyard: Buried beneath the grandeur of St. Giles'
Cathedral, this hidden sanctuary is the eternal home of many of
Edinburgh's former provosts and city leaders. The delicate carvings and
ancient epitaphs evoke the city's rich past.

Dean Cemetery: Nestled in a picturesque valley just west of the city, Dean
Cemetery is a Victorian masterpiece of funerary architecture. Its elaborate
tombs and enchanting atmosphere make it a favorite spot for quiet
contemplation and ghostly encounters.

Newington Cemetery: On the southern edge of Edinburgh, Newington
Cemetery is the resting place of many prominent Scottish figures, including
the physician Joseph Bell, who inspired Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock
Holmes.

Edinburgh's cemeteries are more than just places of mourning and
remembrance; they are living repositories of the city's dark and fascinating
history. Their tales of tragedy, mystery, and the macabre offer a glimpse
into the hidden depths of a city that is both beautiful and enigmatic. As you
wander through these hallowed grounds, let the whispers of the past guide



your steps and uncover the secrets that lie beneath the surface of
Edinburgh.
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