Companion to Prison Torture in America

In the United States, the practice of torture and other forms of cruel,
inhuman, or degrading treatment in prisons and jails is a systemic and
ongoing problem. It is a violation of both domestic and international law,
and it has devastating consequences for the physical and mental health of
those who are subjected to it.

The use of torture in American prisons has a long and sordid history. It
began in the early days of the republic, when the whipping post and other
forms of corporal punishment were used to discipline prisoners. In the 19th
century, the use of torture became more widespread, as states adopted
new laws that allowed for the use of solitary confinement, chain gangs, and
other forms of abuse.

In the 20th century, the use of torture in prisons escalated, as the
government adopted a more punitive approach to crime. In the 1960s and
1970s, the Vietnam War led to the widespread use of torture by American
troops, and this practice was later adopted by domestic law enforcement

agencies.
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Today, torture is used in prisons and jails throughout the United States. It is
used to punish prisoners, to extract confessions, and to intimidate and
control inmates. The most common forms of torture include:

= Physical abuse: This includes beatings, stabbings, and other forms of
violence.

= Psychological abuse: This includes solitary confinement, sleep
deprivation, and sensory deprivation.

= Sexual abuse: This includes rape, sexual assault, and other forms of
sexual violence.

Torture is a violation of both domestic and international law. The Eighth
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibits "cruel and unusual
punishment." The United Nations Convention Against Torture prohibits
torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment.

Despite these laws, torture is still used in prisons and jails throughout the
United States. This is because the government has failed to take adequate
steps to prevent it. In many cases, the government has even sanctioned
the use of torture, by providing training and equipment to law enforcement
agencies.
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The use of torture in American prisons has devastating consequences for
the physical and mental health of those who are subjected to it. Torture can
cause serious injuries, including broken bones, internal bleeding, and organ
damage. It can also lead to psychological problems, such as depression,
anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder.

In addition to the physical and mental harm it causes, torture also
undermines the rule of law. When the government tortures its own citizens,
it sends a message that the law does not matter. This can lead to a
breakdown in trust between the government and the people, and it can
make it more difficult to solve crime and maintain order.

The use of torture in American prisons is a serious problem that needs to
be addressed. The government must take steps to prevent torture, to
punish those who commit it, and to provide compensation to the victims of
torture.

Here are some specific things that the government can do to end
torture in American prisons:

= Ratify the United Nations Convention Against Torture: The United
States is one of the few countries in the world that has not ratified the
Convention Against Torture. Ratifying the Convention would send a
strong message that the United States is committed to ending torture.

= Pass legislation to ban torture: The United States Congress should
pass legislation to ban torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman, or
degrading treatment in prisons and jails. This legislation should include
strong penalties for those who commit torture.



= Provide training to law enforcement officers: Law enforcement
officers should be trained on the prohibition against torture and other
forms of cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment. This training should
include information on the physical and psychological effects of torture,
and on the legal consequences of committing torture.

= Establish an independent oversight body: The United States should
establish an independent oversight body to investigate allegations of
torture and other forms of abuse in prisons and jails. This body should
have the authority to subpoena witnesses and documents, and to
recommend criminal charges against those who commit torture.

Torture is a violation of both domestic and international law, and it has
devastating consequences for the physical and mental health of those who
are subjected to it. The government must take steps to end torture in
American prisons, including ratifying the Convention Against Torture,
passing legislation to ban torture, providing training to law enforcement
officers, and establishing an independent oversight body.
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