
A Comprehensive Guide to Raising Healthy
Pet Hermit Crabs
Hermit crabs are fascinating and endearing creatures that make delightful
pets for nature enthusiasts. Known for their colorful shells and playful
antics, these little crustaceans can bring joy and companionship to your
home. However, providing proper care for hermit crabs is essential for their
health and well-being.
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This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of hermit crab care,
equipping you with all the knowledge and tips you need to raise a thriving
and happy hermit crab. We will explore their unique requirements, housing
considerations, diet, and essential care routines to ensure your pet crab
enjoys a long and healthy life.

Understanding Hermit Crab Biology
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Before embarking on the journey of hermit crab care, it is important to
understand their unique biology and behaviors. Hermit crabs belong to the
order Decapoda, which includes crustaceans with ten legs. They have an
exoskeleton, a hard outer shell that protects their bodies. As they grow,
hermit crabs shed their old exoskeletons and develop larger ones.

Hermit crabs are known for their asymmetrical abdomens, which they insert
into empty seashells for protection. These shells serve as their mobile
homes, providing shelter and camouflage from predators. Hermit crabs
often engage in shell-swapping behavior, exchanging their current shells for
larger or more desirable ones as they grow.

Creating the Ideal Hermit Crab Habitat

Providing a suitable habitat is crucial for the well-being of hermit crabs.
Their enclosure should mimic their natural environment and fulfill their
specific needs.

Enclosure Size and Setup

The size of the enclosure will depend on the number of hermit crabs you
plan to keep. A general rule of thumb is to provide at least 10 gallons of
space for every two to three crabs. The enclosure should be escape-proof
with a secure lid and ample ventilation.

Enclosure Setup:

Substrate: Use a mix of play sand and coconut fiber to create a
naturalistic substrate that allows your crabs to burrow and hide.

Hiding Places: Provide multiple hiding places, such as small caves,
hollow logs, or seashells, for your crabs to retreat to when they feel



threatened or need privacy.

Climbing Structures: Include climbing structures, such as driftwood
or rocks, to allow your crabs to exercise and explore.

Water Source: Provide a shallow dish filled with clean saltwater for
your crabs to soak and drink from.

Food and Water Bowls: Place separate bowls for food and water to
prevent contamination.

Temperature and Humidity

Hermit crabs are tropical animals and require a warm and humid
environment. The ideal temperature range is between 75-85°F (24-
29°C),and the humidity should be maintained around 70-80%. Use a heat
lamp or a reptile heater to regulate the temperature and a humidifier to
provide adequate humidity.

Feeding Your Hermit Crab a Healthy Diet

Hermit crabs are omnivores with a diverse diet in the wild. To ensure their
nutritional well-being in captivity, provide a varied and balanced diet that
includes:

Fresh Foods

Fruits: Offer a variety of fruits such as bananas, apples, berries, and
melons.

Vegetables: Provide fresh vegetables like carrots, broccoli, spinach,
and zucchini.



Herbs: Sprinkle fresh herbs such as parsley, cilantro, or basil over their
food.

Animal Protein

Fish: Offer small pieces of cooked fish, such as shrimp, krill, or
crabmeat.

Eggs: Provide cooked or scrambled eggs as a source of protein.

Insects: Feed your hermit crab occasional live or dried insects, such as
mealworms or crickets.

Commercial Hermit Crab Food

You can supplement your hermit crab's diet with commercial hermit crab
food. Choose a high-quality food specifically formulated for these animals.
Avoid foods containing salt or artificial colors.

Calcium and Vitamin D

Hermit crabs require a constant supply of calcium and vitamin D for the
proper development and maintenance of their exoskeletons and shells.
Provide cuttlebone or a calcium block as a constant source of calcium.
Supplement their diet with a vitamin D3 supplement as directed by your
veterinarian.

Essential Care Routines

Regular care and maintenance are vital to ensuring the health and
happiness of your hermit crab. These essential care routines include:

Cleaning and Sanitation



Clean your hermit crab's enclosure regularly to maintain good hygiene and
prevent the spread of bacteria or parasites. Replace the substrate every
few months and clean the hiding places, climbing structures, and water
source frequently.

Water Changes

Change the saltwater in the water dish every few days to keep it fresh and
clean. Hermit crabs need access to clean water for both drinking and
soaking.

Shell Hygiene

Hermit crabs are prone to shell fouling, where algae or other
microorganisms grow on their shells. Provide a shallow dish filled with
clean saltwater for your crabs to soak and clean their shells. You can also
gently scrub their shells with a soft brush to remove any debris.

Molting

As hermit crabs grow, they will shed their old exoskeletons through a
process called molting. During this time, they become vulnerable and
require a secure hiding place. Provide extra hiding places during molting
and do not disturb your crab.

Veterinary Care

Regular veterinary check-ups are essential for detecting and treating any
health issues early on. Take your hermit crab to a veterinarian specialized
in exotic animals for routine examinations and when necessary.

Common Health Issues



While hermit crabs are generally hardy creatures, they can be susceptible
to certain health issues. Here are some common problems to watch out for:

Shell Rot: A bacterial or fungal infection that affects the hermit crab's
shell.

Gill Disease: Caused by poor water quality or bacterial infections,
resulting in respiratory distress.

Leg Loss: Can occur due to injury, molting difficulties, or disease.

Parasitic Infections: Can be caused by mites, worms, or other
parasites.

Shell Impaction: Occurs when the hermit crab's abdomen becomes
too large for its shell.

If you notice any unusual symptoms or changes in your hermit crab's
behavior, seek veterinary attention promptly.

Raising healthy pet hermit crabs requires knowledge, dedication, and a
commitment to providing them with the best possible care. By
understanding their unique biology, creating a suitable habitat, providing a
balanced diet, and following essential care routines, you can ensure your
hermit crab thrives and brings joy to your life for many years to come.
Remember to consult with a veterinarian specialized in exotic animals for
professional advice and to help maintain your hermit crab's well-being.

Embarking on the journey of hermit crab ownership is both rewarding and
educational. These fascinating creatures offer a glimpse into the wonders
of the natural world and can bring immeasurable happiness to your home.



With proper care and attention, your hermit crab will become a cherished
companion and a source of wonder and amazement for years to come.
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